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Vor. I. No. 11.) 


KIRTLAND, OHIO, AUGUST, 1835. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY. + 
At a General Assembly of the Chur& 
of the Latrer Day Saints, according 
to previous notice, held on the 17th of 
August, 1835, Zo take in consideration 
the labors of a certain committee which 


had been appointed bya General As- 


assembly, as*follows: they 


sembly of eptembcr 24, 1834, as fol- 


lows: 

“The Assembly being duly organi- 
zed, andafter transacting certain bu- 
sinessof the church, proceeded to ap- 
pointa committee to arrange the items 
of doctrine 6f Jesus Christ, for the gov- 
ernment of his church of the Latte 
Day Saints, which church was organi- 
zed and commenced its rise on the 6th 
day of April, 1830, These items are to 
be taken from the bible, book of Mor- 
mon, and the revelations which have 
been given to said church up to this date, 
or shall be until such arrangement is 

“Elder Samuel H. Smith, for the 
assembly, moved that presiding elders, 
Joseph Smith, jr. Oliver Cowdery, 
Sidney Rigdon and Frederick G. Wiill- 
iams compose said committee. The 
nomination was seconded by elder 
Hyrum Smith, whereupon it received 
the unanimous vote of the Assembly. 


SIGNED. ) 
OLIVER COWDERY 
ORSONHYDE, 


Wherefore O. Cowdery and S. Rig- 
don, Presidents of the first presidency, 


_ appointed ‘Thomas Burdick, Warren 


Parrish and Silvester Smith, Clerks, 
and proceeded to organize the whole 


the high council of the church at Kirt- 
Jand, and Presidents W. W. Phelps 
and J. Whitmer proceeded and organi- 
zed the high council of the church in 
Missouri. ‘Bishop Newel K. Whitney 
proceeded and organized his counsel- 
lors of the church in Kirtland, and act- 
ing Bishop John Corrill, organized the 
counsellors of the church in “Missouri: 
and also presidents Leonard Rich, Le- 
vi W. Hancock, Sylvester Smith and 
Lyman Sherman, organized the coun- 
cil of the seventy; and also, Elder 
John Gould, acting President, organi- 
zed the travellin ers;. and a 
fra Ames, acting 


resident; organized 


the Priests; and also Erastus Babbit, 
acting President, organized the Teach- 
ers; and also William Burges, actin 


President, organized the Deacons; and 


they:also, as the assembly was large, 
appointed Thomas Gates, John Young, 
illiam Cowdery, Andrew H. Al- 
drich, Job L. Lewis and Oliver Hig- 
ley, as assistant Presidents of the day, 
to assist In preserving order, &c. in the 
whole assembly. Elder Levi W. 
Hancock being appointed chorister, a 
hymn was then sung and the services 
of the day opened by the prayer of 
President O. Cowdery, and the solem- 
nities of eternity rested upon the audi- 
ence. Another hymn was sung: after 
transacting some business for the 
church the audience adjourned for 
AFTERNOON.—After a hymn was 
sung, President Cowdery arose and in- 
trodueed the *‘Book of doctrine and 
covenants of the church of the.-Latter 
Day Saints,” in behalf of the commitee: 
he was followed by President . Rigdon, 


they intended to obtain the voige of the 
assembly for or against said B®ok: the 
other two committee, named. above, 
were absent. According-fe said ar- 


rangement W. W. Phelsbore record 


that the book presented to the assembly, 
was true. President John Whitmer; 
also arose, and testified that it was true,, 
Elder John Smith, taking the lead of 
the high council in Kirtland, bore re- 
cord that the revelations in said book 
were true, and that the lectures were 
judiciously arranged and compiled, and 
were profitable for doctrine; whereupon 
the high council of Kirtland accepted 


and covenants of their faith, by aunan- 
imous vote. Elder Levi Jackman, ta- 
king the lead of the high council of the 
church in Missouri, bore testimony that 
the revelations in said book were truey 


the doctrine and covenants of their faith, 
by a unanimous vote. . 

” President W. W. Phelps then read 
the written testimony of the Twelve, 
‘as follows. 


who explained the manner by which 


and acknowledged them as the doctfine - 


and the said high council of* Missouri 
accepted and acknowledged them as — 


testimony of thé 
witnesses to the book of the’ Lord’s 
1so} commandments, which He gave fo his 
church through Joseph Smith, “je. whe’ 
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was appointed by the voice of the 
church for this purpose: we therefore 
feel willing to bear testimony to all the 
world of mankind, to every creature 
upon the face of all the earth, and _ up- 
on the islands of the sea, that the Lord 
has borne record to our souls, through 
the Holy Ghost shed forth upon us, 
that these commandments were given 
by inspiration of God, and axe profita- 
ble for all men, and are verily true.— 
We give this testimony unto the world, 
the Lord being our helper: and it is 
through the grace of God, the Father, 
_and his Son Jesus Christ, that we are 
rmitted to have this privilege of bear- 
ing this testimony unto the world, in 


. the which we rejoice exceedingly, 


praying the Lord always, that the 
children of men may be profited there- 
by. Elder Leonard Rich bore record 
ofthe truth of the book and the coun- 
cil of the Seventy accepted and acknowl- 
edged it as the doctrine and covenants 
of their faith, by a unanimous vote. ’ 

Bishop N. K. Whitney bore record 

of the truth of the book, and with his 
counsellors, accepted and acknowledg- 
ed it as the doctrine and covenants of 
their faith, by a unanimous vote. 

Acting Bishop, John Corrill, bore 
record o& the truth of the book, and 
with his counsellors, accepted and ac- 
knowledged it as the doctrine and cov- 
enants of their faith, by a unanimous 
vote. Acting President, John Gould, 
gave his testimony in favor of the book, 
and with the travelling Elders, accept- 
ed and acknowledged it as the doctrine 

_ and covenants of their faith, by a u- 
nanimous vote. | 

Ira Ames, acting President of the 
Priests, gave his testimony in favor of 
the book, and with the Priests, accept- 
ed.and acknowledged it as the doctrine 
and covenants of their faith, by a unan- 
imous vote. 

Erastus Babbit, acting President of 
the Teachers, gave his testimony in 
favor of the book, and they accepted 
and acknowledged it as the doctrine 
and covenants of their faith, by « unan- 
imous vote. | 

Wm. Burges aciing President of the 
Deacons, bore record of the truth of 
the book, and they accepted and ac- 

knowledged it as the doctrine and cov- 
enants of their faith, bysa unanimous 


The venerable assistant President 
Thomas Gates, then bore record of the 


truth of the book, and with his five silver- | 


headed assistants, and the whole con- 


gregation, accepted and acknowledged 


it as the doctrine and covenants of 


their faith, by a unanimous vote. The 


eral authorities, and the general as- 


sembly, by a unanimous vote accepted 

of the labors of the committee. 
President W. W. Phelps then read 

the following article on Marriage, 


which was accepted and adopted, and. 


ordered to be printed in said book, by: 
unanimous vote, namely :— 


‘‘According to the custom of all civ-- 


ilized nations, marriage is regulated 
by laws and ceremonies: therefore we 
believe, that ail marriages in. this 
church of Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
should be solemnized in a public meet- 
ing, or feast, prepared for that pur- 
pose: and that the solemnization should 
be performed by a presiding high 
priest, ‘high priest, bishop, elder, or 
priest, noteven prohibiting those per- 
sons who are desirous to get married, 


of being married by other authority.— 


We believe that itis not right to pro- _ 


hibit members of this church from 
marrying outof the church, if it be 
their determination so to do, but such 
persons will be considered weak in the 
faith of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
Marriage should be celebrated with 
prayer and thanksgiving; and at the 
solemnization, the persons .to be mar- 
ried, standing together, the man on the 
right, and the woman on the left, shall 
be addressed, by the person officiating, 
as he shall be directed by the Holy 
Spirit: andif there be no legal objec- 
tions, he shall say, calling each by 
their names: **You both mutually a- 
gree to be each other’s companion, 
husband and wife, observing the legal 
rights belonging to this condition; that 
is, keeping yourselves wholly for each 


other, and from all others, during your - 


lives.” And when they have answer- 
ed **Yes,” he shall pronounce them 
‘shusband and wife” in the name of the 


Lord Jesus Christ, and by virtue of the. 


laws of the country and authority vest- 
edin him: God add his bless- 
ings and keep you to fulfil your cove- 


nants from hence forth and forever. 


Amen.” 
The clerk of every church should 
keepa.record of all marriages, sol 
enmoized in his branch. 
All legal contracts of marriage made 
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before a person’ is baptized into this 
‘ church, should be held sacred and ful- 
filledy Inasmuch as this church of 
Christ has been reproached with the 
crime of fornication, and polygamy: 
we declare that we believe,'that one 
man should have one wife: and one 
woman, -but one husband, except in 
case of death, when either is at hberty 
to marry again. It is not right to per- 
suade a woman to be baptised contrary 
to the will of her husband, neither is it 
lawful to influence her to leave her 
husband. Allchildren are bound by 
law to obey their parents;‘and to inftu-. 
ence them to embrace any religious, 
faith, or be baptised, or leave their pa- 
rents without their consent, is unlaw- 
fuland unjust. We believe that hus- 
bands, parents and masters who exer- 
cise contro! over their wives, children 
and servants, and prevent them from 
embracing the truth, will have to answer 


\... for that sin. 


President O. Cowdery then read the 
following article on ‘‘governments and 
laws in general,” which was accepted 
_.and adopted, and ordered to be printed 
in said book, by a unanimous vote. _ 
‘‘That our belief, with regard to earthlv 
- governments and laws in general, 

may not be misinterpreted nor mis- 

understood, we have thought proper 
to present, at the close of this volume, 
our opinion concerning the same. 

We believe that governments were 
instituted of God for the benefit of man, 
and that he holds men accountable for 
their acts in relation to them, either in 
making lawsor administering them, for 
the good and safety of society. 

We believe that no government can 
exist, in peace, except such laws are 
framed and held inviolate as will se- 
cure to each individual the free exer- 
cise of conscience, the right and con- 
trol of property and the protection of 
life. 

We believe that all governments 
necessarily require civil officers and 
magistrates to enforce the laws of the 
same, and that such as will administer 


_ the law in equity and justice should be| 


sought for and upheld by the voice of 
the people, (if a Republic, ) or the will 
of the Sovereign. a 

We believe that religion is instituted 
of God, and that men are amenable to 
him and to him only fov the exercise of 
if, unless their religious opinion prompts 


= 


liberties of others;. but we do not be< 
lieve that human law has a right to in- 
terfere in prescribing rules of worship 
to bind the consciences of men, nor 
dictate forms for publi¢ or private de- 
votion; thatthe civil magistrate should 


science; should punish guilt, but never 
suppress the freedom of the soul. 

We believe that all men are bound 
to sustain and uphold the respective 
governments in which they reside, 
while protected in their inherent and 


governments, and that sedition and re- 


Lbellion are unbecoming every citizen 


thus protected, and should be punished 
accordingly; and that all governments 
have a right to enact such Jaws as in 
their own judgments are best calcula- 
ted to secure the public interest, at the 
same time, however, holding sacred 
the freedom of conscience. : 


We believe that every man should 
be honored in his station: rulers and 
magistrates as such—being placed for 
the protection of the innocent and the 
punishment of the guilty: and that to 
the laws all men owe respect and de- 
ference, as without them peace and 
harmony would be supplanted by asiar- 
chy and terror: human laws being in- 
stituted for the express purpose of rege 
ulating our interests as individuals and 
nations, man and man, 
and divine laws given of heav- 
en, prescribing rules on _ spiritual 
concerns, for faith and worship, both 
to be answered by man to his Maker. 


We believe that rulers, states and 
governments have a right, and are 
bound to enact laws for the protection 
of all citizens in the free exercise o 


lieve that they have a right, in justice, 
to deprive citizens of this privilege, or 
proscribe them in their opinions, so 
long as a regard and reverence is 
shown to the laws, and such religious 
opinions do not justify sedition nor 
conspiracy. | 

We believe that the commission of 
crime should be punished according to 
the nature of the offence: that murder, 
theft and breach 
of the general peace, in all respects, 
should be according to theif 


restrain crime, but never control con- - 


inalienable rights by the laws of such — 


their religious belief; but we do not be- 


criminality and their tendency to évil ~~ 4 
; among men, by the laws of that gove 
them to infringe upon ‘the’ and|ernment in which the offence is com 
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mitted: and for the public peace and 
tranquility, all men should step forward 
and use their ability in bringing offen- 
ders, against laws, to punish- 
ment. 

We do not believe it just to mingle 
religious influence with civil govern- 
ment, whereby one religious society is 
fostered and another proscribed in its 
spiritual privileges, and the individual 
rights of its members, as citizens, deni- 
ed 


‘ We believe that all religious socie- 


members for disorderly conduct ac- 
cording to the rules and regulations of. 


| such societies, provided that such deal- 


ing be for fellowship and good stand- 
ing; but we do not believe that any re- 
ligious society i:as authority to try 
men on the right of property or life, to 
take from them this world’s goods, or 
put them in jeopardy, either life or limb, 
neither to inflict any physical punish- 
ment upon them,—they can only ex- 
communicate them from their society 
and withdraw from their fellowship. 
We believesthat men should appeal 


to the civil law for redress of all 
wrongs and grievances, where person- 
al abuse is inflicted, or the right of prop- 
erty or character infringed, where 
such laws existas will protect the same; 
but we believe that all men are justified 


. in defending themselves, their friends 


the assembly was blessed by | 


and property, and the government, 
from tae unlawfulassaults and encroach- 
ments of all persons, intimes of ex- 
igencies, v:here immediate appeal cannot 
be made to the laws, and relief afford- 
ed. | 
We believe it just to preach the gos- 
pel to the nations of the earth, and 
warn the righteous to save themselves 
from the corruption of the world; but 
we donot believe it right to interfere 
with bond-servants, neither preach the 
pel to, nor baptize them, contrary to 
Fre will and wish of their masters, nor 
to meddle with, or influence them in the 
least to cause them to be dissatisfied 
with their situations in this life, there- 
by jeopardizing the lives of men: such 
interference we believe to be unlawful 
and unjust, and dangerous tothe peace 
of every government allowing human 
beings to be heldin servitude. | 
A hymn was then sung. President 
§. Rigdon returned thanks, after which 
P rest- 


| itants of the world in 


dency, with uplifted hands, & dismiceed. 


OLIVER COWDERY, 

SIDNEY RIGDON, 

_ Tuomas Burpick, > 
Warren Parnisn, > Clerks. 
S¥LVESTER SMITH, 


Faith of the Church. 


the bible is so full and clear on it, as 
to render it only necessary to excite 
the mind of the inquirer after truth to 


fice which is assigned unto visions ip 
the salvation of men. 

It will not, I presume, be allowed, 
by those who profess to believe in rev- 
elations, that the apostles could not 
have taught the world the things of 
righteousness, unless they had obtained 
visions through which they could have 
the knowledge necessary to perform 
this great work, and: that without vis- 
ions they could not have obtained this 
knowledge. 

The degree of knowledge, which is 
proposed in the bible to those who em- 
brace the gospel cannot be obtained by 
any person or persons, without visions, 


they were to be the days of light and 
knowledge; to an unparalleled degree, 
even so great was to be the knowledge 
of the last days as to dry up all the 
tears of sorrow, and drain all the foun- 
tains of sickness, and leave the inhab- 
ace and health. 
If we ask, how are these great bles- 
sings to be attained? The answer is, 
through an increase of knowledge and 
intelijgence, and if we ask by what 
meang the people are to obtain this 
knowledge? 
visions; for it is by visions, that 
the knowledge of God shall cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the face of 
the great deep. 


sickness, disease and sorrow, will be 
found out, and removed, so that through 
the intelligence and knowledge obtained 
by means of visions, all the blessings 
of heaven proposed to the subjects of 
the gospel in the last days shall be re- 
alized. If sickness and diseases ever 
cease among men, there must be more 


and if there is an end to sorrow and 
crying, there must be a great increase 


atti 


We deem it unnecessary to pursue — 
the subject of visions very lengthily, as: 


it, and he will see for himself, the of-. 


and more particularly in the last days,as 


The answer is, through © 


- When this day.of knowledge and in- | 
telligence comes, all the causes of © 


knowledge on earth than there is now; 
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of intelligence, from what there ever 
has been; for to talk about the earth 
resting from all her affliction, without 
obtaining a knowledge of the cause of 


all the evils which afflict her, is to 


dy 


think and talk most unreasonably; 
for the reason that the heavens are 
not afflicted is because of the great in- 
telligence, and perfect knowled 
which aboundsthere. And if the earth 
ceases to be afflicted, it will be because 
of the increased intelligence which will 
abound on her surface; knowledge 
sufficient to understand the causes of 
all evils, and through this knowledge, 

wer to remove them. ~ | 

It would be enthusiasm to perfection 
toeven thmk of the removal of all the 
evils which afflict the-wor!d, without 
the people in the first instance under- 
standing the cause of those evils, and 
through this understanding, obtain the 
removal of them; for it to be other- 


“Wist; pete save the world in 


blindness, and make ignorance the 
mother of devotion; and who does not 


know that this knowledge is alone at- 


tainable by visions and reveiations; for 
the world has experimented on the evils 
which afflict her for the space of near- 
ly six thousand years, without being 
able to make these discoveries, and we 
have no reason to expect that six thou- 


' sand years to come will make it any 


better, unless the God of heaven takes | 
ttin hand himself «nd accomplishes 
the work, by giving to the people vis- 
ions and revelations sufficient to under- 
stand all these things and remove them; 
for notwithstanding all things are' to be 
done by faith, yet, it would be impos- 
sible for a man to have faith without 
intelligence, as it would be, for him to 
have this natural life without blood, 
and intelligence produces faith, and 
faith produces intelligence, and faith 
and intelli produce knowledge, 
and know perfects faith, and thus 
they mutually assist and advance each 
other until they are all perfected, and 
visions and revelations, are their con- 
stant companions, and without them, 


intelligence, faith, or knowledge could} 


not be perfected. 

_ From the whole surface of the sub-' 
ject as it now lays before us, the con- 
clusion is inevitable, that without vis- 
in the 


place that, if there are visions, there 
must of necessity be manifestations 
also; for if angels did not manifest them- 
selves, there would be no seeing of an- 
gels in visions, and if there were no 
maifestations of the Son, the Saviour of 
of the world, there would be no seeing 
of him in visions, and if there were no 
maifestations of the Father there would 
be no seeing of him in visions, so that 
without manifestations, visions would 
loose all their glory. If the Lord the 
king of glory had never manifested 
himself, the eyes of Isaiah would never 
have beheld him, neither would he 
have seen him high and lifted up, and 
his train filling the temple: and if the 
Savior had never manifested himself 
after his ascension, Paul would never 
have seen him so as to be a witness 
for him, neither would Stephen have 

said in the very article of death, ‘“That 

I see the heavens open and the Son of 

man sitting on the right hand of power,’ 

neither would it ever have been said 

by the prophet Joel and confirmed and 

re-promulgated by Peter, that in the 

last days Gud would pour out his spir- 

it on al: flesh, and sons and daughters 

would prophecy, old men dream dreams 

and young ones see visions. 

From the feregoing we learn that 
the office which is assigned to the saints 
in the salvation of their fellow men, 
does not consist alone in their going 
forth during the days of their flesh to 
preach, and testify to their fellow men 
of the things of God; but also after 
they leave this world to enjoy another 
state of being, to manifest themselves 
to their brethren, who are in the flesh, 
and who have the testimony of Jesus, 
and to administer unto them, and to 
make them acquainted with those things 
which pertain to the kingdom of God, 
and to be ministering spirits unto them 
who are the heirs of. salvation. This 
ministration of the angels or messen- 
gers, who were once in the flesh, is to 


those who are heirs of salvation, and . | 


who are approved of in the sight of + 
God: the reason that they do not ap- 
pear to the sectarian world is, because 
they are not approbated in the sight of 
heaven, not heirs of savation, for they - 
are ministering spirits sent- forth to 
minister to them who are heirs of sal- 
vation, not to them who are not the 


ions, the blessings proposed 
scriptures to the saints of the last days|heirsof salvation; but to them whoare ._ 
can never be enjoyed. | When a society of people denies the . 

It is necessary to observe in this} ministering of angels, they declare 
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tuilly that they are not heirs of salvation. 


_It also belongs to the work of the 
Savior to manifest himself to the saints, 
jn ofder that they may be witnesses 
for him to those who believe not that 
they may be made acquainted with his 
glory also. Thus says Paul in the Ist 
epistle to the Corinthians 15: 1,2,3,4,5, 
6,7 and 8th verses. Therefore, breth- 
ren,| declare unto you the gospel which 
I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved, if. ye keep 


im memory what I preached unto you, 


unless you have belived in vain.» For 
I declare unto you first of all, that 
which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins, a2cording to the 
scriptures: and that he was buried, and 


_ that he rose again the third day, ac- 


cording to the scriptures: and that he 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
after that he was seen of above five 
hundred brethren atonce, of whom the 
ter part remain unto this present; 

ut some are fallen asleep, After that 
he was seen of James; then of <I the 


| ——— And last of all he was seen 


me also as one born out of dv> time. 
This quotation puts the matter be- 
yond a doubt, that part of the Savior’s 
work inthe salvation of men was, to 
manifest himself to them after his res- 
urrection and ascension, andto shew 
himself after his passion, not to all the 


world; but to witnesses chosen of God, 


who appear to have been very numer- 
ous among the former day saints, for 
not only the apostles, but the multitude 


- gf brethren, even five hundred at once, 


Repentance, deep 


and how many more at other times it 
is not our province te say at present; 
but no doubt vast multitudes; for as he 
was without respect of persons, he 
could doubtless deal with all alike, and: 
if s0, he manifested himself to the saints 
according to their faith and holiness be- 
fore him.—(conctupEb. ) 


LO, THE DAYS COME, &c. .— 
The appearance of our country is 
truly alarming, Every mail brings: 
new accounts of mobs and riots; great 
fires, and other destructions, of life and 
roperty. Particulars are unnecessary. 
repentance must 


-> take place in thie nation, or the Lord 


qwill continue to scourge 


> 


= with sore vexation. Aland 
ef liberty; community of law; a re- 


= 


our once de- 


'y; and vex ‘her exalted 


gion of light; a people that profess to 
be christian, must maintain the dignity 
they have assumed and proclaimed to 
the world, by righteous acts, or else 
they must fall and fester in their own | 
infamy. As men, as citizens, as saints, 
let us hope for the best and-prepare for 
the worst. ever mindful of the wise 
man’s saying: **Virtue exalteth a na- 
tion but sia is a reproach to any | r 
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From the letters of the Elders abroad 
we make the following extracts:— 
Elder C.’ Rich writes from Tazwel} 

co. Ill. ‘I have just returned from. 

the north part of this state, where | 
have been laboring in company with 

Elder M. Phelps fora few weeks past. — 

We were opposed by the missionaries: 

but st d in establishing a church 

in Cook co. comprising nine members. 

I have baptized one since my arrival 

at home; and there are more enquir- 

ing, and are friendly to the cause of 
truth.” 
Elders L. Rich and R. Orton, write 
from Cambria, N. Y. July 22. “It is 
about five. weeks since we Jeft Kirtland, 

Q. and have baptized ten, since we 

have come to this place. We expect 


to baptize a number next Loid’s day, 


who have manifested their: determina- 
tions in public: «Thus grows and 
spreads the mighty work of God. We 
feel as men but in the: strength ‘df the 
Lord, we are, rcsolved.to. blow. the gos- 
pel trumpet. _,,Elder L. Rich has re- . 


last wrote.” 

Elder J. . Blakesle 
Woodville, That. four have 
been baptized in that place ‘since the 
15th of June. ‘The elders of thet place 


held ¢enference: ‘and 


selected and appointed wise men to pur- 
chase lands for their inheritances ac- 
cording to @ revelation given: Kirtland, 


Elder A. Babbit writes from Aurora, 
Erie co. N. Y. » July 22. - *‘E -have 
been preaching in this place in: Ni- 
and baptized five inal 

Bilder E.:H: Groves: ‘writes ‘from 
Carmi, ill. July 4. *tideftthe:eharch : 
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a 
s turned to this place and Says he and 
j 
; R. O h baptized ni 
« Orton have baptized nine since the 
; : 
4 | 
| 
| 
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a Chariton co. 
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the 30th of April, 


Eider 1. Higbee, on 


norance reigns, truth is an 


and arrived at McLeansburgh on the/ guest 


4th of May. We have been ss 
in this region of country and the Lo 
has blessed our labors: We have bap- 
tized 45 in the counties of Hamilton 
and White: ail were strong in the 
faith? 

.. Elder G. M. Hinkle writes from 
Green co. Ia. July 20. “I would in- 
form you that I have travelled and 


“Elder G. Bishop lias been tried he- 
fore us, and was acquitted; the charge 
on which he was suspended, not being 
sustained. But there were some thin 

in his teaching conduct, &c. for which 
the council chastised -him, and he in- 
stead of confessing his faults,arose and 
justified himself. We saw that he was 
likely to cleave to the same things 


reached some time in the vicinity of} still; therefore, we took his lisence. 


Sallivan and Green counties, and have 
baptized seven.” 
Elders C. W. Patten and G. P. 
Dykes, write from Edwards co. Il. 
Aug. 3d. “Saying that they have bap- 
tized 45 in that co. 
Elder S. Wixom writes from Lew- 
 iston, Ill, Aug. 4. He says, ‘that he 

has been laboring in that place and vi- 
cinity about three weeks, and has bap- 
_ tized one—many are convinced of the 
truth, and are enquiring after the old 

ths; some are hindered by those who 

ve authority over them. Brethren, 
ray that the Lord may loose the. sha- 
-kles of priesteraft and let the cavtives 
go free: that hei that will may come 
and 
-: Elder J. P..Green writes from Hun- 
tington, Con. Aug. 12. He has trav- 
elled and preached and baptized 10, 
since May last. 3 | 
The twelve write from Bradford, 
Mass. Aug: 7. ‘Our conference in 
St. Johnsbury, Vt. was attended. by a 
goodly number of brethren and sisters 
from different parts. The. limits of 
this. conference extends throughout the 
State, and the number belonging to. it, 
as nearly as we could ascertain, was 
one. hundred and: fifty members, in 
good standing and fellowship. 

“On Saturday our meeting was at- 
tended by a respectable number of 
ple. After asermon was delivered by 
Elder O. Hyde and exhortation by El- 
_ der Lyman Johnson, six came forward 
to obey the everlasting . 1. Sun- 
day, we had, as was j from one 
_ thousand to fifteen hundred people, to 
hear the. word preached by Elders Mc- 
 Lellin and P. P. Pratt; after which 

two came forward for baptism, which 


partake-of the waters of life free-| ry 
his departure. We h 


O. Hyde, Clk.” 

Br. A. C. Graves writes from Lib- 
erty, Mo. July 29. “and says, the 
church is reviving, 22 have been bep- 
tized mostly children. ; 

‘‘Elder William Legg died on the 
24th inst., strong in the faith of the 
Latter Day Saints.”” We understand 
that Elder Legg was about 30 years of 
age; was born in England, and had, in 
his earlier days, followed a sea fareing 
life. -He wasa man of piety and vir- 
tue, ever ready to reach out the hand — 
of charity to the needy and distressed, 
‘showing the reality of his profession 
by his faith:*by his decease the church | 
has been deprived of a most ‘exampla- 
elder, and.society a worthy citizen 
—he has left a young widow to lament 
» that like the 
mantle of Elijah upon Elisha, his gifts 
and qualifications may, fall upon oth- 


ers. 
Elder W. Parish writes: Kirtland, 
Aug. 13, 1835. ‘Dear Brother in 
Christ:—I am happy to inform you, 
that through the blessing of God, I 
have returned from my mission’in the 
South, in company with Seth Utley, a 
visiting brother from the church ia 
West Tenn. and in the enjoyment.of - 
common health. The Lord in his good- . 
ness has smiled upon us and crowned - 
our labors beyond our anticipation.— 
On the 23d of July last, after deliver- 
ing a lecture on the subject of the gos- 
pel, to a large and respectable con 
poe assembled on the banks of the 
ennessee River, I opened the door 


for baptism and received oie member: 


membe 
which 


t 


> 


4 

| 
I then took the parting hand with my 3 
brethren and sisters, (who were over j 
whelmed in tears,} commending them 
io God in the name of Jesus Christ.— 4 
was administered by Elder L. John+| The church in that vicinity consists ef Z 
son. A great and effectual door iso: mY organized into six branch q 
for the gospel in the es left: under the: supérintend 
Where intelligence ‘dwells,| ance of Elder W. Woodruff Brother 
there truth is received, but where ig-| D. W. Patton and myzelf;I believe; 


ewere the first that opened the 


versal. 


_ according to law: 
_ @hall rob, he shall be delivered. up 


kingdom in the western district of 
Tennessee, in the month of October 
‘Jast; the adversary and his votaries 
‘were immediately disturbed; the hea- 
then raged, and the people imagined 


“many vain things; but the honest in 


heart have, and will believe, and obey; 
‘and mighty truth will triumph, and roll 
on until Christ’s kingdom becomes uni- 
I expect when God calls upon 
the South to give up, that many will 
come with songs of everlasting joy to 
rejoice with me, and all the saints in 
the kingdom of our heavenly Father. 
Even so let it be. Amen.” . 


TIME. 

It becames the saints in these last 
days, to be prudent, for time is pre- 
cious, and should be used with discre- 
tion, that we may show ourselves ap- 
proved in all things. But according to 
the management of the affairs of the 
church of Latter Day Saints, there is 
much evil done, and many difficulties 
presenting themselves before the high 
council and bishop’s council, in conse- 
quence of the neglect of the laws of 
God. Who is to blame? Are the 
Elders, because they do not properly 
instruct those who are looking to them 
‘for information? Or is it for want of 


_ perusing the scriptures and becoming 


familiar with them? Or is it to grati- 


fy selfish motives? These questions. 


are left to be solved by those who a 

concerned. 

’ But to avoid difficulties for the future; 
we will endeavor to give a few instruc- 
tions, for the good of all, who desire to 
become wise and save themselves from 
‘utterdestruction; notonly temporal but 
spiritual. Therefore, thy brother 


offend thee, thou shalt take him be- 
_ tween him and thee alone; and if he 
. gonfess thou shalt be reconciled and if 
dhe confess not, thou shalt take another’ 


with thee; and then if he confess not, 
thou shalt deliver him up unto the 
church, not to the members but to the 
Elders.” :This is in case of offence; 
and should this pattern be followed 
strictly, many serious difficulties would 
be avoided; and much time saved. _ 
But in case a man becomes an offen- 
der of the Jaw, he must be dealt with 
“Thus if a man 


unto the law. And if he shall stea) he 
pall be delivered up unto the law.— 


And if he lie, he shall be delivered: up 
unto the law. And if he do any man- 
ner of iniquity, he shall be delivered up 
unto the law, even that of God.”” Not 
only so, but if a disciple becomes an of- 
fender of the law of the land, let him 
suffer the penalty of the same. Fon 
this church is not intended to cloak sins, 
and misdemeanor, but to make them 
manifest, and bring offenders to pun- 
ishment. 
What more need be said, concerning 
offences or transgressions? Search the 
scriptures which you have before you; 
and practice upon them—and pray for 
more wisdom and unde: standing. 
That you may be prepared, to receive 
and practice upon the revelations and 
commandments, that will soon be pub- 
lished and seat forth . this genera- 
tion: which will prove. a savor of life 
unto life, or of th unto death: ac 
cording to the use made of them into. 
whose hands they may fall. There- — 
fore be ware how you esteem the things 
of God: ‘Lay up for yourselyes 
treasutes in heaven, where moth and 
rust doth not corrupt and thieves do 
not break through. ‘and steal, remem- 
ber where your treasures dre your 
hearts will be also.” You cannot serve 
God andmammon. Time is allotted to 
man to prepare for eternity. po 
‘It matters not how much time we 
employ in obtaining a knowledge of 
the commandments and precepts of 
God; if we do not practice’ them, they 
will avail us nothing inthe day of ac- 
counts: but will serve to bring upon us 
greater misery. And surely this would 
not be making a wise improvement of 
time. The mind of man ig continual- 
ly employed on some subject, and time 
properly devoted together with truth, can 
alone unfold things as they were, as 
they are, 'and as they are to come. 


PRAYER. 

Prayer to the: Lord is one of the 
most pleasing. and necessary acts of 
worship. To enter into the.closet and 
shut the door, and pray to the Father 
carbs oon in secret, and then be re- 
wa openly, is so joyous, so hea- 
venly, and so saintly—that we can on- 
ly marvel at the goodness and mercy 
of Him who sees, and knows; and was, 
and is, ETERNALLY. Religion is no- 
thing without prayer, worship is “no- 
thing without prayer, and man is no- 
thing without prayer. _In all ages the 
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Lord, have prayed, openly and in se- 
-cret. In'the book of Mormon, we learn 
that Alma taught thus: ‘Therefore 
may God grant. unto you, my brethren, 
that ye might begin to exercise your 
faith unto repentance, that ye begin~ to 
call upon his holy name, that he would 
have mercy upon you; yea, cry unto 
him for mercy, forhe is mighty to save; 
yea, humble yourselves, and continue 
‘in prayer unto him; cry unto him when 
you are in your fields; yea, over all 
‘your flocks; cry unto him in your hou- 
ses; yea, over all your household, both 


cry unto him against the power of your 
enemies; yea, cry unto him against the 
devil which is an enemy to all right- 
gousness.”” Without quoting farther 
from this pure example, let us remark, 
that few men have left a better speci- 
-men for the saint to follow, asa sam- 
-ple of daily worship. It is simple; it is 
easy; it is holy, and it is necessary, in 
order to be forgiven of our sins; to be 
justified befure the Lord; to be humble; 
to be virtuous; to be faithful; to be dili- 
gent; temperate; to be charitable; 
to be holy—that we become pure 
heart. “The just shall live by faith, 

and the pra of; the: righteous avail 
much. when Daniel knew that 
‘the writing was signed, he went into 
his house, and his windows being open 
in his chamber, toward Jerusalem; he 
_ kneeled upon his knees THREE TIMES A 
DAY, and prayed and gave thanks be- 
fore his God, as he did aforetime:” and 
the lions’ mouths were- shut, so that 
Daniel received no-harm. 

Now what saint ever thought of be- 
ing heard in heaven and answered on 
earth, unless he prayed in faith? Who 
ex miracles without the prayer of 
faith? Who can heal the sick withoit 
the prayer of faith? Who can obtain 
Yea, did the Lord ever bless unless he 


was sought unto, in humility, with clean; 
hands; and pure hearts? No; nor will | 


he: He knows what we stand in need 
of before we ask, and when our humil- 
ity, our contrition, our works, 
hearts, our thoughts, and our faith, 
come up to God as‘a sweet savor, he 
grants our 
all the heavenly hosts rej 
ever come up to the pri of the 

jont saints; of, if we ever find favor 


< and evening; yea, | gl 


asking for them!— | 


and the angels and/ 
ice. If we] 


without’ being burned; or stop the miouth: 
of lions; or put the armies of the aliens 
to. flight; or cast out deyils, it will be 
because we pray, in spirit and in truth, 
acceptably—and our prayers are re- 
gistered in heaven; thén the Lord will 
be as free to bless, as the. saints are 
humble to pray; and the land will flow 
with milk and honey; peace will be ex- 
tended as a river, and no good thing 

will be withheld. 

All disciples are commanded to re-" 
member their prayers in the season 
thereof; and if they do not, they are to 
be called to an account for their ne- 
ect before the proper authorities of 
the church. In St. John’s gospel we 
learn, that when the Savior sees his 
saints again, in that day, he will pray 
the Father for them, because the Fa- 
ther loves them. 

When the love of God fills the heart. 
of a saint, he will pray,—and God will 
hear, and the blessings of heaven will 
come to him as softly and as sweetly 
.as.the zephyrs of even. Where there 
is humility, and faith, and prayer, the 
Lord delights to bless. Mark the fam- _ 


ing of health, peace, and protection, x 
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lly where the father prays In public anc 4 
in private; where the mother prays in : 
public and in private; where the chil- 4 
dren pray in public and in private; 4 
where the tanith of God are held in sa- -@ 
cred reverence; where the sweet in- F 
cense of all hearts in the house, in prayer a 
er and praise, go up to heaven morn- 3 
jing, noon and night, and there peace 4 
| reigns; and there joy reigns; and there 4 
contentment reigns; and there Jesug 
reigns! | 
How much like heaven it seems to = 

see little children kneeling and praying: = 
yea, how sweet is the 
pure the accents of a babe, calling on q 
to pray; that they may remem “the 4 
kingdom of the Lord, and grew in‘grace 4 
and glory, tilla day of righteousnéss q 
shall come, when children can be bro’t 4 
up before their’ parents, and their Sa- 7 
vior, without sin unto salvation. ... 
‘In one of the revelations to the church 4 
of Latter Day Saints, is found this ime = | 
portant wetruction: 
¢pasmuch ‘as parents have children in Zi- 

| any of her stakes j 
that: teach tam = 


Since the commencement of this 
work, even in Missouri; where, just 
before it was ready to come out, it fell 
into the hands of a mob, our anxiety 
and exertions have been unabated, to 
put in the possession of the Saints, and 
all who feel a desire to be saved. We 
have greatly desired that this little sa- 
cred volume might go into the world, 
that the inhabitants thereof might — 
know what the Lord was about to do in 
the last days. We know that the-word 
of the Lord is sure, and: never fails, 
and, as faithful servants to him, living 
in the hope of a glorious resurrection 
with the just when the righteous arise 
to meet him in the cloud, we bear testi- 
mony that the revelations therein con- 
tained are true andfaithful. 
We hope and pray that the Saints 
may be as anxious to keep the com- 
mandments, and be governed by the | 
Doctrine and Covenants, contained in 
said book, as they have been: for: ‘its 
publication: if they do observe all the 
requirements towards perfecting them- 
selves in holiness, that they may serve | 
the Lord acceptably with ‘‘clean hands 
and pure hearts,” it will be well with _ 
them: but if they neglect to walk invall 
the ordinances of the Covenents and — 
law of the Lord blameless, they musi 
be chastened. The righteous shalbbe 
had in everlasting remembrance before 
the Lord, but the ungodly: shall be cut 
off and forgotten; and their end no 
man knoweth, save he that is ordained 


day to keep it holy. And the inhabi- 
tants of Zion, also, shaii remember their la- 
bors, inasmuch as they are appointed to Ia- 
hor, in all faithfulness, for the idler shall be 
dad in remembrance before the Lord. Now 
I the Lord am not well pleased with the in- 
habitants of Zion, for there are idlers among 
‘them; and their children are also growing up 
in wickedness: They also seek not — 
~ riches of eternity, but their eyes are 


is is-good instruction, and let us 
profit by it; let us bring up our children 
to pray; and praise the Lord. If we 
seta good example before our children. 
the world may follow it, for no one is 
so lost to a sense of glory, and things 
to come, that he would think that pray- 
er would do any hurt, if he even had 
no faith in its doing any good, and so 
the love of prayer might win a soul to 
God. Says the apostle, ‘Continue in 
ptayer, and watch in the same with 
thankegiving;” yea, brethren,, watch 
and pray always, that ye fall not into 
temptation. “Tongue is unable to express 
the consolation derived from prayer. 
| We profess to worship a God that 
hears and answers prayer. We call 
pon a God nigh at hand, and not afar 
off, and how necessary is it, that all 
#bould pray in faith, and in spirit, and 
in truth? We say in spirit, as the 
apostle, begause ‘tthe spirit helps our 
{nfirmities:”? for we know not what we 
#hould pray for at all times, but the 
spirit makes intercession. 
’ But beware of making long prayers, 
Jad of thanking God-that you are not 
‘Hike other men, like the pretending 
‘Pharisee, lest you offend your beinefac- 
tor. Remember the humble Publican: 


to such concemnation. P. 
PERSECUTION. 

Few men in our day know of the 
extreme persecution the ancient saints 
endured for the sake of the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus. Paul, who also suffered 
death for the testimony which he bore, 
has given us to understand that those who 


“God be merciful to me a sinner!?—{1ive godly in Christ Jesus shall: suffer 
Give the Lord ort heart, and he will| PeTsecution, and the author of the epis- 


i : tle to the Hebrews has ‘mentioned: the 
fact, that those who lived before him, 


: were under the necessity of excluding 
DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS. | themselves from society,” and wander 
an article entitled “General As- 


: By. in dens and caves of the earth. 

in thia-month’s paper, it will} The following from “‘Fox’s history 
of the Martyrs,” may not be uninter- 
[ pants esting to the readers of the Messenger 
é Sainte, is 


and Advocate, ps it will give ws an 
| idea of the unanimity of he enemies 


Ge git fie by the copies have already ‘been delivered -te. 
upon of the parents, for this shal the binder. 

- . 2 @ law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or ir 

¥ any of her stakes which are organized: anc 

‘ their children shall be baptized for the remis 

4 sion of their sins when eight years old, anc 

 Peeeive the laying on of the hands: and they 

‘whall also teach their children to pray, and tc 

3 walk co mart the Lord. And the in- 

F dabitants of Zion shall also observe the Sab- 

py rate IL ‘pe Gxpected in the 
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ihe of theirpriviloges ond rights.| |The church of the Christiane wae 


FROM THE BEGGINNING OF 
THE FOURTH CENTURY TO 
THE DEATH OF GALE- 
_ We have been in some measure pre- 
pared for the awful scene which began 
to display itself at the commencement 
of the next century. .The conflict was 
dreadful, but the conquest was glori- 
ous. For the human powers being 
first subdued by the influence of the 
christian doctrines, were at last com- 
pelled to become its protectors. But 
the furious wind of persecution was 
first to be once more raised, to pur 
away the remaining ‘rubbish from the 
church, and winnow the chaff, by driv- 
ing it to a distance from the genuine 
grain. It was declared impossible to 
describe particularly ‘the vast assem- 
blies, tha numerous congregations, and 
the multitudes, that thronged in. every 
city to.embrace the faith of Christ.— 
Spacious churches were erected from 
the very foundations, throughout all 
cities of the empire.” But impieties 
and jealousies intruded themselves to 


“_ ‘the annoyance of the church, and 


schisms and divisions were productive 
of mischiefs, which were the occasion 
of great disturbances. The depriva- 
tion of Meletius, bishop of Lycopolis, 
of Thebais in Egypt, for sacrificing to 
idols and other crimes, disdaining to 
recant to cover his disgrace, dissemin- 
ated many calumnies against Peter, 
bishop of Alexandria, and the other 
bishops assembled in a synod, as shew- 
ing too. great indulgence in the restora- 
tion of apostates. But Hierocles the 
philosopher, now governor of .Alexan- 
dria, who wrote against certain preten- 
ded inconcistencies of the Christian re- 
ligion; and Galerius Maximian, - who 
had been nominated Csesar, by the em- 

eror, a: most zéalous and superstitious 

agen-and hostile to. the Christians, 
instigated , thergunto by his mother, 
prevailed upon. Dioclesian to form a 

. system of persecution.against them, to 
_ which the emperor was greatly adverse, 
but at last consulted his judges, and 
likewise.the oracles of Yet 
still his advice was to exercise modere- 
tion, whilst: Galerius maintained : the 
necessity of: 


day. was at last-fixed when the: bleoedy: 


ing-them alive: prisons 


the first place visited by the prefect 
and his officers in the morning of the 
day, when thé doors forced,and 
the first search was to find the i | 


_ {oftheir god. When they could find 
|none, the sacred books and other things 


were cast into the fire, so that every 
place was at once filled with force and 
violence. Dioclesian overruled ‘the 
proposal for burning the church; but 
it was soon levelled with the ground. 
By an edict of the following day all 
churches were ordered to be demolish- 
ed, and the scriptures to be burned; and 
all Christians were interdicted from 
honors and officers, put out of the pro- 
tection of the law, deprived of right by 
‘means of any suit, and no rank or dig- 
nity should exempt them from torture. 
This was immediately torn down by a 
Christian, for which he was seized and 
cruelly tormented, and afterwards 
burned alive. Another edict ordered 
all the bishops to be imprisoned, and 
every means to be used to compel: them 
to sacrifice. All this did not satisfy 
the bloody-minded Galerius. The im- 
perial palace, by his direction, was se- 
cretly set on fire, and charged upon the 
Christians. It was repeated, and a re- 
port was propagated, that the Christians 
had conspired with the eunuchs to mur: 
der the emperors; which had the des 
‘signed effect, and Dioclesian in his’fu- 
ry resolved ta compel every person: tq 
sacrifice, beginning with his daughter 
and empress. Many of the eunuchg 


and first-rate courtiers were put.tq = | 


death: amongst whom were Dorotheus, 
Gorgonius, and Peter, this last endure 
ing courageously all their~ tortures, 
scourgings, gridirons, and fires. 

ny presbyters and deacons were seized, 
and, without requiring any manner of 
proof, condemned executed. _ An- 
thimus, bishop of Nicumedia, was be- 


headed, with whom a great number of 
martyrs were joined. Mr. Echard re- 


lates, that ‘tno regard was had to age, 


sex, or order; not contented withsin- 
gle executions, whole ‘houses full were, - 

burned at once, and droves tied togeth- 
er with ropes, thrown into the sea, 
with milstones about their necks, ‘The. 
persecution was net confined to 
media; forthe judges were 
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the very courts of judicature, where 
every person was obliged 
before he could plead. - New edicts 
were daily sent into cities and provin- 
¢es} so that in a short time the perse- 
cution spread through most of the em- 
ire, and became almost universal.— 
Multitudes of martyrs were made in all 
rts of the empire. The deaths were 
innumerable, far exceeding all former 
relations. Some were beheaded, as in 
Arabia; some devoured by wild beasts, 
as in Pheenicia; others slain by break- 
ing their legs, as in Cappadocia; some 
were hung up with their heads down- 
wards, and suffocated by slow fires, as 
in Mesopotamia; and others were 
broiled upon gridirons, as in Syria.— 
In Pontus,some had sharp reeds thrust 
up under all their nails; others had 
melted lead poured upon their naked 
skin, which ran down and burned the 
most necessary parts of their bodies; 
while others, without any commisera- 
tion, endured such obscene tortures as 
are unfit to be related, which the im- 
pious judges used as a demonstration 
of the acuteness of their wit, as if the 


greatness of that consisted in the most. 


unnatural inventions.”’ 2 

Add to these the torments which the 
persecuted Christians endured in Egypt, 
where ‘infinite numbers of men, wo- 
men, and chilcren, suffered various 
kinds of deaths; some of whom, after 
their flesh had been torn off with tor- 
turing irons, after they had been ‘rack- 


4 A ed, and most cruelly scourged, and sus- 


tained the most horrible torments, were 
committed to the fire,and others drown- 
§edinthesea. Other some cheerfully of- 
| fered their necks to the executioners; 
4 gome died under their tortures, others 
perished with hunger. Again, others 
were crucified, some accayding to the 
ordinary manner of malefactors, and 
others were nailed with their heads 
downwards, and left to die by famine. 
In the province of Thebais, the tor- 
ments and indignities surpass all rela- 
tion; instead of torturing irons, being 
torn with sharp shells all over their 
bodies till they expired. Women were 
tied by one oftheir feet, and by engines 
hoisted up into the air with their heads 
| downwards, and their bodies, being 
teatable.end inhuman Oth- 
were tied up by the feet to 


benefit of the law, they placed altars in. 


to sacrifice 


‘gether by machines, which, being let 
go, ina moment rent the bodies of | 
the martyres all in pieces. This con- 
tinued for the space of whole years; 
sometimes no more than ten, at other 
times above twenty, were destroyed; 
sometimes not less than thirty, at oth- 
ers near sixty; and again at another 
time a hundred men together, with very | 
small children and women, were exe- 
cuted in one day, being condemned to 
various and interchangeable kinds of 
punishments. In Phrygia, the soldiers 
invested a populous city, consisting all 
of Christians; and setting fire to it, 
men, women, and chidren, whilevalling 
upon God were all consumed in the 
flames.” 

When the governors of provinces 
were weary with slaughter, and glut- 
ted, as it were, with the blood of the 
Christians, an affectation of clemency — 
and humanity was ostentatiously dis- 
played by some of them. We have 
not alluded to the vast numbers of pre- 
lates, bishops, and clergy,who suffered 
in this persecution, far too many to be — 
distinctly named. But they afterwards 
contented themselves with discourag- 


miserable in life by “setting marks of 
infamy uponthem. Accordingly some 
had their ears, noses, or hands cut off, 
others their eyes put out, and one of 
their legs dissabled.”” The noted eo- 
clesiastical historian of that period 
says, ‘‘It is impossible to reckon up the | 
innumerable multitudes of the Chris- 
tians, who had their right eyes put out, 
and seared with a hot iron, and of those | 
who had their left legs made useless by 
torturing instruments; after which they 
were condemned to the mines, not so 
much for the service they could do, as 
for the miseries they should endure.— 
All kinds of arts were made use of to 
eradicate Christianity, and the greatest 
care was taken, but in vain, to destroy 
the holy scriptures. - But the Chris- 
tians thronged to the tribunals of their 
Judges, freely declaring their opinions 
and religion, despising the barbarity 
of their enemies, and receiving their 
last sentences with a smile. et as 
some pressed too forwards to death 
and torments, so others: from 
the of houses to avoid the malice 
of their enemies. Some ladies of An- 
tioch drowned themselves to escape 
Tavishment by the soldiers. Yet some 


‘from fear, culpably delivered up their 


‘ing the Christians, and making them | 
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bibless and too to avoid. tor- 

ments, far the great- 
est part behaved themselves so man- 
fully, thet neither feara nor charms” 
had any influence to prevent them from 

iving undeniable evidences of their 

rtitude. Donatus, in particular, must 
be mentioned by name, who endured 
torments nine several times from three 
different governors. Maximian, also, 
willingly joined with Dioclesian and 
Galerwus in these cruelties; and these 
three wild ‘beasts exercised their bar- 
barities on all the provinces from east 
to west, Gaul alone escaping, where 
the mild Constantius governed, being 
one of the Caesars, whose mother Clau- 
dia was niece to the renowned empe- 
ror Claudius II. who signalized him- 
self in the wars against the Goths.— 
_ To satisfy his superiors, he made a 
shew of pulling down some of the 
Christian churches, without farther 
damage; and he once politicly preten- 
_ ded to persecute the Chistians, com- 

manding those of his household to do 
sacrifice, or quit their situation. 
those who.did so were discharged in 
the greatest disgrace, declaring gener- 
ously, that ‘‘*men, who were false to 
their God, would never be true to their 
prince.” 

To pass over the celebration of the 
emperor Dioclesian’s Vicennalia, or 
twentieth year of his reign, and his 
triumphs for his victories, which are 
foreign from our purpose, we need on- 
ly mention that in thé first year of the 
persecution we meet as martyrs with 
the names of Procopius, Alpheus, and 
' Zaecheus in Ceesarea, and of Roma- 

nus in Antioch, who gloriously with- 
stood the malice of their perseeutors; 
and the second year was memoriable 
not only for the triumphant death of 
Timolaus, Dionysius, Romulus, Aga- 
pius, and several others also at Cesa- 
rea, but of Timotheus at Gaza. Mar- 
cellinus, bishop of Rome, also suffered 
towards the latter end of .this year.— 
The emperor was now so much reduced 
by sickness, on his arrival at Nicome- 
dia, where Galerius visited him, after 
being a little recovered, to compel him 
to resign the empires which was ef-’ 
fected, notwithstanding many objec- 
tions, when the old emperor declared 
this determination to his soldiers with 


tears in his eyes,. and named two of} 


the creatures of Galerius, Severus, and 
Maximinus, who were 9. wicked and 


But: 


barbarous as himself. He had before 
‘compelled Maximian to resign the 
government of the East, as the only 
means of preventing a civil war; after 
which the empire devolved upon Cone 
stantius and Galerius. Their opposite 
tempers and dispositions did not pre- 
veat them from agreeing to a division 
of it; by which Constantius, in addij-e 
‘tion to Britian and Gaul, which he be-. 
fore possessed, had Spain and Germa- 
ny, with Italy, Sicily, and the greatest 
part of Africa; and Galerius had Illyr- 
icum, Pannonia, Macedonia, Thrace, 
with the provinces of Greece, the les- 
ser. Asia, with Egypt, Syria, Palestine, 
and all the East. Though the share 
of Constantius was least, he gave up 
Africa and Italy to Galerius; and Ga- 
lerius also surrendered these to Seve 
rus, one of his Cesars, and gave up 
Egypt, Palestine, and the East, to Maxe 
imin. 

Whilst Constantius reigned in the 
hearts of his subjects, and every one 
was happy, Galerius treated even his 
Pagan subjects with the utmost tyranny 
and oppression, exacting his extortions 
by the most violent means; but the 
Christians were condemned to tortures, 
and in slow fires most inhumanly cone 
sumed. ‘They were first chained to 


a post, then a gentle fire set to the soles 


of their feet, which contracted the foot 
so that it separated from the bones; then 
flambeaux just extinguished were appli- | 
ed to all parts of their bodies, that they 


‘might be tortuted all over; and cruel 


care was taken to keep them alive, 
by throwing cold water in their faces, 
and giving them some to wash their . 
mouths, lest the extremity of the an- 
guish should dry up their throats and 
choak them. Thus their miseries were 

lengthened out whole days, until their 
skin was quite consumed, and they 
were just ready to expire, when they 
were thrown into a great fire, that their 
bones might be burned to ashes; after 


der, and thrown into some river.—_ 
With fresh rage and cruelty also was 
the persecution carried on in the East 
by the bloody Maximin, who had is- 
syed out edicts to the governors of 


inst those who refused to comply 
pire. At Ceesarea, during the procla~ 


mation and summons from a publie roll _ 
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which the remains were ground to pows 23 


provinces to put in execution the laws __ . 


with the public ceremonies of the em=e _ 
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caught hold of the hand of Urbanus the 


governor, so that he dropped his sae- 
rifice, gravely reproving him at the 


- game time for these impieties.”” He 


was immediately apprehended, and put 
tothe severest tortures, aud thrown 
half dead into the sea. His brother 
fedesius, for a similar fact, ‘suffered 
the same kind of martydom at Alexan- 
dria, and almost at the same time; not 
to mention innumerable others who 
glorious!y ended their lives.” 


Yet the resignation of Maximian oc- 
casioned a cessation of the persecution 
in Italy, Spain, Africa, and their vi- 
cinity; after two years continuance.— 
This encouraged the bishops and 
clergy to assemble te consider the 
measures inost advisable to be adopted 
for receiving those who had shrunk 
trom their profession in the day of tri- 

al, and those who had surrendered 
their bibles and the consecrated or ap- 
sronriated vessels of the church. But 
the persecution continued to rage in 
Egypt, and Peter, bishop of Alexan- 
dria, published an excellent canonical 
epistle, containing many temperate and 
charitable rules for penance on the one 
hand, and indulgence on the other, as 
-felating to the varicus classes of 
ose who had lapsed. How the young 
Constantine, the son of Constantius, 
escaped from the court of Galerius, 
where he was kept asa_ hostage for 
his father’s fidelity, is foreign to our 


history; he happily arrived at York, 


in the island of Britain, where his fath- 
* er lay in a weak and feeble condition, 
beyond all recovery. Debilitated as 
he was, he received the young Con- 
stantine with raptures, to which his 
weakness little corresponded, and de- 
clared him emperor, particularly re- 
commending the poor Christians to his 
pity and compassion. His first public 
act, after being joyfu'ly received as 
emperor of the West, was to give the 
free liberty of religion to the Chris- 
tians. Maximian, who had been forc- 
ed to abdicate the government under 


Dioclesian, to avoid a civil war, avail- 


ed himself of the usurpation of Maxen- 
tius, at Rome, who had caused him- 
self to be.declared emperor, in opposi- 
tion to Constantine; an act, which was 
‘not less hostile. to the disposition of 


Galerius, He soon reduced Maxen- hended & 


with Maximin. Having foitified Rome, 
he visited Gau!, and, to strengthen his’m 
terest gave his youngest daughter Faus- 
ta in marriage to Constantine. Gaterius 
came against them, as ‘Maximian had 
foreseen; but his soldiers, disliking this 
unnawral war, as they approached 
Rome, began to desert, and to convince 
him of his danger. He was, there- 


tians, upon this success became _ inso~ 
lent both to them and his other sub- 
jects, which soon increased to an Intol- 
erable tyranny. Severus raised an ar- 
my ag*inst Maximian also, but was 
soon defeated and reduced to submis- 
sion, though he was afterwards bled to 
death; but Maxintius maintained his 
usurpation in Rome and Italy, by 
means of his army, for six years, 
though he soon lost Africa to another 
usurper of the name of Alexander. 
Though Maximian hada share of 
the empire with Maxentius, that did 
not satisfy his restléss mifd. By his 
manceuvres he caused great mischiefs 
among the Pretorian soldiers, and he 
was ignominiously compelled to leave 
Rome. The artifices of his visit to 
Galerius, the appointment of a new 
Cesar in the place of Severus, and 
the resolute opposition of . Maximin 
in the East against the appointment of 
Licinius, are somewhat beside our pur- 
‘pose; but the result was, that Galeri- 
us first abolished the title of Czesar, 
and declared himself and Licinius the 
proper emperors, that Maxentius and 
Constantine had first the title of sons 
of the emperors, that Maximin boldly 
assumed the title of Augustus, and 
that Constantine and Maxentius soon 
after received the same title. 
Maximin speedily discovered his tyranny, 
after this manifestation of his ambition, fol- 


lowing the steps of Maxentius, at Rome, but 
surpassing him in impieties. From his ex- 


curved, than even his predecessors. In the cel- 
ebration of his birth-day at Caesarea, the 
Christians were made to share in the triumphs 


before been sentenced to the wild beasts, was 
brought into the ampitheatre, and, being in- 
vinetble to.all persuasions, was delivered to 
the mercy of a she-bear, which only left him 
so much life, as to be able to survive till the 
next day, when, with ‘stones tied to his feet, 
he was thrown into the sea. Not long after, 
Eusebius’ dear friend, Pamphilus, was eppre- 


brought before Urbanus, the pres’t. 
who turn him by all the arte of 
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‘lerius, especially should ‘unite 


fore, compelled to retreat; and Max- 
entius, wlio had before manifested — 
some signs of compassion for the Chris- 


cessive superstition, hé more severely perse- — 


of the day: and therefore, ‘‘Agapias, who had 


jus, pressed through crowd, anc 
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ately after banis - Eusebius, son 
ppointed about seven 


op of that city, to kee a 
demned to death by the emperor.”” During | cian i 


an imprisonment of two years, he was con- 
stantly visited by his friend Eusebius, and | also suffered under this tyrant. Soon after 
they employed their time to the most usefnl | this the persecution abated in the middle parts 


of the empire, as well as in the west; and 
Providence at length began to manifest ven- 
— on the persecutor: Maximian en- 

vored to corrupt his ter Fausta to 
murder Constantine her h ; which she 
discovered, and Constantine 
choose his own death, when he preferred the 


an emperor near twenty years. | 
Galerius was visited by an incurable and in- 


purposes. They had before published the 
Greek translation of the Sep t, from 
Origen’s Hexaplas, for the use of the Pal- 
estine Churches; and they now composed an 
elaborate apology, to vindisate Origen from 
those rude censures and reflections, which 
the indiscreet zeal of some had e*st upon his 


all provisions ex for sale in the markets | geo 
should be defiled with things which had been 
sacrificed; and by these means the miseries 
_ of the Christians became prodigious, . that 
many of the Pagans themselves condemned 
the emperor’s barbarities, and the cruelties of 
his officers. Eusebius has given a particular 
account of the intolerable cruelties practiced 
in Palestine by Firmilian, ‘the successor of 
Urbanus, and of the martyrdom of two vir- 
‘ginsand many others; for which the stones 
and senseless matter miraculously wept, to 
reprove the barbarous disposition of men. In 
the following’ year Pamphilius, after two 
years’ imprisonment, was brought forward, 
and, still agit. was condemned, to- 
ther with his companions. His servant 
orphyrius requested that the boaies might 
be decently buried; but the tormentors were 
directed to torture him by every device.— 
They raked off his flesh, until they had laid 
- open the inward recesses of his body, which 
he bore with invincible patience, though no 
more than eighteen years of age, being a 
youth of. and learning. He was 
afterwards ‘‘ordered to be burnt in a slow 
fire, and sucked in the flames at a distance, 
entertaining his friends in the midst of his 
torments with a most serene undisturbed 
mind,’ till hig soul. departed from his body; 
and such was the rage and malice of their 
persecutors, that their dead bodies were ex- 
posed as a prey to wild beasts, under a mili- 
tary 


the very marrow, and worms to breed 
in his entrails; and the stench was so prepons 
derant as to be perceived in the city, all the 


passages separating the the urine 
and destro: 


universal rottenness; and, 
tures, and boiled animals, were applied with 
the design of drawing out the vermin by the 
heat, by which a vast hive was opened, a sec. 
ond imposthume discovered a most 
swarm, as if his whole body was re into 
worms. By a dropsy also his body was gross- 
ly dish : for al 
were exhausted, and dried toa 
ered only with dead skin, the lower parts were 
swelled up like bladders, and the shape of his 
feet could scarcely be perceived. 
and pains insupportable, than those 
he had inflicted upon the Christians, accom- 


ugh living crea- 


wounded bull. often endeavoring to kill 
himself, and destroying several physicians 
for the inefficiency of their medicimes. These. 
torments kept him in al ishing state a fall 
ear; and his conscience was awakened, at 


edge the God of the Christians, and set 
would rebuild the churches, and repair 


: Yet neither birds nor beasts 
would come near them; and their friends 


joint names of Constantine and Licinius, to 
—_— at length permitted decently to inter 
em. | 


permit the Christians to have the free use of 
their religion, and to aupplicate their God for 
his health and the of the empire; on 
which geen prisoners in Nicomedia were lib- 
srom Ceesarea into Egypt. Yet the persecu- 
tion there, especially t 

with increased violence. The most deplora- 
ble ‘were there daily exhibited; the 


successor.in 


Constantine ag Spain, Britai 


iiria ing 


and excrements . 
The whole cur ee body was turned into 


— these visitations, and he bellowed ont. 
ea 
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care of Licinius; and at his death “heiniet 


insinuation and terror, bat in vain; for ‘the | theinselves. Ciifistians the tribu 
was immovable, and resolutely des- but he 
his threatenings... he remained there, or by what means 
governor, thai he commanded him to 
to the acutest tortures; and when they had 4 
more than once raked his sides, and torn off 4 
his flesh with iron pincers, he was sent to 7 
seep company with the other confessors in 5 
memory. ignomimous death of hanging, after bein 7 
The personne still continued in the East, 4 
where Maximin issued néw ed.cts in every , 
province, ordering the idol temples to be re- | tolerable disease, which be, ‘ 
paired, compelling all persons to do sacrifice, | in his secret parts and a fistula tx oxo, that <j 
and forcing them to eat part of the flesh which | spread progressively ta his inmest bowels, 7 
was offered. It was likewise directed, that | and bafiled all the skill of physicians and sur- e 
ns. Untried medicines of some daring q 
fessors drove the evil through his bones tu 4 
th, so that he was compelled to acknowl- q 
lefs done tothem. An edict, in i 
nies, wes published in his. name, and the 4 
the Pagan swords. The tormentors were yrisam, Greece, and Asia Minor; Maxinin . 
tired out, though they relieved one another. been named and simce thatempe- 
The constancy of the martyrs, however, was| ror of Egypt and:the East: ao) enone, a 
unshuken; ‘and the-sentence of one only had an » but since called 
the effect of the advance of others Of Italy and Afton, notwithstanding’ the pos. 


